Minnesota’'s

REtrleve ) that 1Sceeeecccees DockDogs® Top Jumping Golden Retrievers in the Country call

Minnesota their home. These Golden Retrievers are all making notable achievements in our world of dock jumping.

Let’s meet these ‘Jumpin’ Wonders’ we in Minnesota call, our Northern Stars! By Cyndi Porter

M U r p hy a 4 year old Golden is handled by Cyndi Porter. Murphy came on the dockdogs® scene at the 2004 Nationals in Kansas City,

running away with a Senior Title and 12th place in the Divisional Finals. The 2005 season began and Murphy hit the “Big Time” taking 1st place at
Duluth’s Island Lake Event popping a huge 24’4” jump. The Cherry Festival in Traverse City, Michigan was Murphy’s next stop wowing the crowds
on the shore of Lake Michigan taking 1% Place with a jump of 23’5”. He seemed unstoppable! The following month attending Wisconsin’s
Ladysmith Event, Murphy jumped his Personal Best of 24’8” taking 1st place honors. In the fall at the 2005 Nationals in Hamburg, PA Murphy was
honored by his peers with that year’s Most Improved Dog, and missed The Top ranked Golden Retriever by 1/10" of an inch. The 2006 season
started with a number of jumps throughout the country, taking 1¥ Place in Chamberlain, SD. Murphy continues to finish in the Top Twelve with
many times placing in the Top Four! Murphy ended the 2006 season with Top Honors and the 2006 Top Ranked Golden Retriever Award. Cyndi
say’s, “Tom Dropik has been their most instrumental influence in the sport of dock jumping taking them from a little dock on Prior Lake, MN to
the huge Competitive docks across the country.” Cyndi says her favorite part of dockdogs® is, “all the great people she has met across the country,
it’s the best way to have fun my little guy who’s a maniac for the sport, and the opportunity to help others make their dreams reality at the club
level!” Murphy, the start dog on his very successful Flyball team has attained top honors and his Flyball Grand Champion Title this year. Murphy
today, continues to hold the longest jump of 24’4” for a Golden Retriever measured by the dockdogs® Electronic Computer System.

SOta a 3 year old Golden is handled by Steve Roessler. Sota’s first event was the Minneapolis Pet Expo in 2006 and “jumped a whopping 12

feet!” Steve and Sota were hooked. Steve said Tom Dropik and Murphy have been he and Sota’s most influential forces in the sport of dock jumping.
Attending a training seminar held by Tom, they learned some of the finer details and Murphy, a Golden Retriever who could be competitive with all
the Labs in this sport. Sota has made huge accomplishments in the sport of dockdogs®. His Personal Best stands at 23’11”, the longest jump for a
Golden at a National Event. They ended the 2007 season ranked 5 in the National Master’s Division. Sota has fourteen 1% places from many
individual waves at both National and Club Events. He competes in Extreme Vertical and is ranked “Top Dog” in the Cadet Division with an
Impressive Personal Best of 6’4”. Sota’s improvements and accomplishments have been outstanding and for this impressive showing Sota and Steve
received the 2007 dockdogs® prestigious Top Ranked Golden Retriever of the Year Award.

Steve says his favorite part about Dockdogs® is, “When the crowd really gets into the event and they get excited and loud. It is a lot of fun to be on
the dock and have the crowd cheering your dog’s name. Sota absolutely loves this sport and Steve really enjoys sharing that excitement with him.”
They truly are an electrifying team to watch!

Sota’s other activities include hunting and Agility with Darcy. He currently holds a Master Aqgility Dog Title, one of only 60 Golden Retrievers to
have attained this title, and was a 2007 USDAA Grand Prix Semi-finalist. Their goals for the future include an Elite Big Air Title, a 6’8" Extreme Vertical
height, and for Darcy and Sota to attain Sota’s ADCH — Agility Dog Champion.

Ja ke & D U ke and their handler’s Eric and Lyn Olson have g Hanna &

been having fun trading handler duties since their first event at a ‘fun jump’ in Sophie
Chetek, Wisconsin. Jake, now 7 years old and handler Eric were hooked after
their first jump and found the pair at the 2004 Duck’s Unlimited event in Oshkosh
WI, where Jake set his Personal Best of 21’1’. Lyn say’s, “Their dogs do what
comes naturally, Jake loves it and has a HUGE drive factor,” earning him his
Master Title! And today, Lyn has taken over as Jake’s handler.

Duke at 4 years old jumps “just because he loves it” and has earned his
Novice Title with both Lyn and Eric and a personal best of 11°0”. Here in
Minnesota, we love cheering on these guys when ever they ascend the dock!

Lyn and Eric and their two beautiful Golden’s continue to go to dockdog®
events, saying their favorite part are the people. “I’'ve never met so many people

that are involved in something to not just better themselves, but to help others
at the same time. The camaraderie is wonderful. How many sports can say they
have participants at the same competing level ranging from ages 7 to 70?”

Jake and Duke also hunt. While not always successful, the Olson’s enjoy the
time they all spend together with their loyal companions. Lyn says, “I truly can’t
remember what life was like before [they] came into our lives and | can’t imagine
our lives without them.”




